Interview with Nea
Nea is our Comenius assistant from Finland. She came to our school on the 3rd October 2011 and she will stay with us until the 15th June 2012 . She will help us with our Comenius project «How big is your foot?». Here is what she said about herself and her activities in our school in the interview to our students Anamarija Bagarić, Andrea Cirkvenec and Lara Kovač.
1. Can you tell us something about yourself?
I'm 26 years old. I live in Jyväskylä ( Finland). I have 2 sisters: Tea and Lea. I love music, travelling to new countries and meeting new people.
2. Are you in contact with your family?
Yes, we are using Skype. My parents would also like to visit Croatia and your school.
3. What’s the weather like in Finland during the winter?
It’s around -10 degrees, but it can get to -35, so it’s very cold!
4. Why did you apply for a Comenius assistant? What attracted you?
I like getting to know new cultures so I decided to apply. I wanted to come to Croatia because it's something different. I have never been here before and I thought it would be nice to try.

5. Which state did you want to go to? 

To Croatia, this was my first choice.

6. Have you been in some other countries?

Yes, I've travelled in Europe, for example in Germany, Czech Republic, Estonia and
Russia.
7. How did you react when you found out you're going to Croatia? How did you feel?

I was really glad and surprised and all excited, I was like: „OMG, I'm really going.“ It felt great and it was a really nice surprise.

8. How do you like Croatia and our school so far? 

I like Croatia. I think it's a great country and people are really friendly and nice. The school is small, but I think it's also nice. I think that the school has a good spirit, you also have small groups... It's great to be here.

9. What are you going to do during this school year in our school?

I don't know yet. I will teach English to teachers and participate in English lessons. I will have a  Finnish class for students and teachers, where we can learn some Finnish and things about Finland, in case anyone is interested. I will also probably help with your other Comenius project, „How big is your foot?“.

10. Do you think that during this school year you will learn more from our students and teachers or they'll  learn more from you?

Wow! I think I'll learn more, at least I hope I will. I'll get to know all of you and all. Hopefully you'll learn something from  me too. I really like being here and I think that this is a nice opportunity to be more international, even though you alredy have some international projects.

11. What do you think about our Comenius project, how do you like it?

I think it's a good idea. I think recycling is very important because there's so much waste on the planet and we should really do something about it. I'm really glad that you're doing the project, I think it's good for universe and environment.

12. Do you have plans to visit Croatia again some time, and during that visit our school  too?

Yes, I'm planing to come back. It would be really nice to come and see how the school is working.

13. Would you ever like to live in Croatia?

Well, actually I'm living here at the moment, and why not? So far I like Croatia.

14. Will you apply for a Comenius assistant again or for some other programme which Comenius offers?
Unfortunately, it's not possible to apply for a Comenius assistantship again, this is a once in a life time opportunity, but I'm interested in other programs. When I am in my own school in Finland maybe it would be possible to try and have some cooperation with your school also.

15. Do you think it's good that you're in our school, do you think it would be better for you to be somewhere else, did you want to go to some other school?
16. I don't think there would be a better place for me to be. This is actually just what I wanted. I hoped to be in a small village close to a bigger city, in this case it's Zagreb. Also, I heard that maybe the highschool in Koprivnica would  be interested in meeting me and I would really like to go there too, to see a different kind of school. I think this school is really good for me. 
17. Is there any difference between Finnish and Croatian education system?
Finnish school lasts for 9 years, but most of the things are very similar.
